
A thousand years ago, 
how people used natural 

resources didn’t matter very 
much. The human population of 

the Earth was very small, 
and it seemed impossible that 

something humans were doing 
could have any impact on the 
planet. But that has changed in 
the past 150 years, as the 
human population has grown to 
over 6 billion, and as we have 

developed engines, electrical appliances and other devices that 
require energy to keep them operating. Today, humans demand 
more and more energy to live and to enjoy convenience and 
comfort; however, we are quickly depleting resources that 
cannot easily be replaced. Some of these non-renewable 
resources include petroleum, gasoline, diesel, natural gas, 
radioactive minerals and other minerals. Many scientists and 
business leaders are exploring ways to use renewable energy 
resources to replace non-renewables. Some of the most 
promising renewable energy resources include wind power, sun 
(solar) power, plants and trees (biomass), heat from the Earth’s 
crust (geothermal), and even the motion of ocean waves and 
tides. It is more important than ever for all of us to conserve 
energy, to use renewable energy where we can, and to support 
those who are developing renewable energy technologies for the 
future technologies for the future.   

WORD SEARCH (Puzzle contains no word spaces). Circle words 
thatrepresent renewable resources, and put a line through words 

thatrepresent non-renewable resources: Wind, Solar, Wave, Biomass, 
Geothermal, Nuclear, Forests, Soybeans, Corn, Citrus Peels, Olive Oil, Lavender, 

Petroleum, Gasoline, Diesel, Minerals, Bamboo, Animals, Eucalyptus, Mint
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